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post-mortem examination allowed only "astro-intestinal congestion and fragments 
of straw in tlie stomach and large intestines, and in the latter also a quantity of 
black blood. A gramme of saliva was taken from the dead dog and inserted in 
a wound made in a third dog. This presented no abnormal symptom up to the 
(1th of July, when it was killed. The second dog, into which the filtered blood 
had been injected, remained dull and shunned other dogs, but showed no other 
symptoms until the month of June, when it uttered plaintive cries, both day and 
night. It continued to eat and drink a little, but had obvious hallucinations, 
turning its head right and left without motive, and often biting the air, barking 
roughly, and manifesting pugnacity on the approach of another dog. These 
symptoms continued for some weeks; it bit its own foot, ear, and lips. On July 
6th, in consequence of the closing of the laboratory, the dog was killed. The 
autopsy showed nothing remarkable, hi. Lussana was inclined to regard the ease 
as modified rabies. The conclusion is open to some doubt, but if correct it would 
appear that the saliva of the first dog was incapable of communicating the dis¬ 
ease. The experiments are suggestive only, and those of Galticr are at present 
scarcely more; but, taken together, they certainly deserve notice.— Lancet , 
Dec. 10, 1881. 


Treatment of Epilepsy. 

Prof. Bali, has been investigating the point as to whether the simultaneous 
action of several drugs is not more efficacious in the treatment of epilepsy than 
when administered separately, and his results obtained arc sufficiently encouraging 
to deserve attention. The alkaline bromides, particularly those of ammonium 
and sodium, with belladonna and oxide of zinc, form the basis of the treatment. 
He administers these bromides, of each 10 parts in 800 of water, commencing 
with teaspoonful doses four times a day, and increasing up to eight or ten doses 
daily, if the treatment is not followed by improvement within a few days. The. 
belladonna and oxide of zinc are given in pill form, 15 grains of each being 
made up into forty pills, and of these, two arc. taken daily, one in the morning, one 
in the evening; four pills can be given daily in rebellious cases without causing 
any inconvenience. In congestive cases he employs drastic cathartics, bleeding, 
or leeches on the temples or behind the ears. 

By this treatment he claims to have produced immediate good results, often 
seen on the second day of treatment. The treatment must not be suddenly dis¬ 
continued, but the doses should be gradually reduced. For many reasons he 
prefers this double salt to the other bromides; it does not produce the headache 
or torpor generally following the prolonged use of the bromide of potassium, and 
even where, a cure is not produced, the double bromide always diminishes the 
frequency and intensity of the attacks even in cases where the bromide of potas¬ 
sium has failed. The eruption following the use of the potassium salt is rarely 
seen when the double bromides are used.— Journ. dc Mid. de Paris, Jan. 21, 
1882. 


Salicylic Acid in Rheumatism. 

Regarding the question as to whether salicylic acid is a specific for rheumatism, 
lilt. Latham develops the following theory as to the pathology of rheumatism :—- 

1. A nervous centre exists, which controls the nutrition of the muscular and 
other tissues, and which has been termed the “ inhibitory chemical centre.” 

2. The action of cold, on some individuals, by lowering the power of this centre, 
modifies the nutrition of the tissues, and leads to the excessive formation of lactic 
acid and other products. 
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o The presence of luetic acid in abnormal amount in the blood produces func¬ 
tional change in the medulla oblongata and the spinal cord (V posterior columns) 
when brought into contact with them, and develops the local symptoms of acute 
rheumatism in a manner similar to the production of the symptoms of locomotor 
ataxy, with its arthropathies, by organic change. 

4. If the portion of the medulla oblongata in the neighbourhood of the origin 
of the vagus is a point of minimum energy, either hereditary or acquired, then, 
according to the particular fibres involved, cardiac, pulmonary, or pleuritic com¬ 
plications may be developed during an attack of rheumatism. 

5. Salicylic acid combines with the antecedents of lactic acid, and so prevents 
its formation. 

6. If the administration of the remedy be suspended after the symptoms are 
relieved, and before the “ inhibitory chemical centre” has recovered its tone, a 
relapse will certainly take place. 

Such a theory explains the necessity for giving at the commencement, at least, 
of the treatment, as much of the remedy as the system will bear.— British Med. 
Journ., Jan. 14, 1882. 


Salicylate of Soda in Rheumatism. 

From a study of the results following the use of salicylate of soda in acute, and 
subacute rheumatism, Dit. Sydney Couclanh concludes :— 

1. That in the majority of cases salicylate of soda speedily reduces the pyrexia 
and articular pain of acute rheumatism. 

2. That unless the administration be long continued, relapses both of pyrexia 
and of joint affection are liable to occur. 

3. That such relapses are not wholly prevented from arising during the admin¬ 
istration of the drug, and that in some cases they are distinctly due to the lack of 
proper precaution in matters of diet and rest, owing to the freedom from acute 
symptoms enjoyed by the patient. 

4. That the best method of its administration is in regulated doses, gradually 
diminished both as to amount and frequency. 

5. That no definite influence upon the cardiac or other complications can he 
observed (although in this series the number of eases of pericarditis was smaller 
than the average), and that, indeed, both pericarditis and endocarditis may de¬ 
velop whilst the patient is under its influence. 

G. That the toxic effects described are serious in proportion to the largeness of 
the dose, and, perhaps, to the state of impurity of the drug, but that a few seem 
very tolerant of it(e. y., No. 84). Its alleged depressing action oil the heart has 
to be proved by experiment, and may be due to the soda. 

7. Salicylate of soda is certainly anti-pyretic, and, to a considerable degree, 
anti-rheumatic. That its employment does not appreciably diminish the time 
necessary to keep the patient at rest more than under other methods of treatment, 
but that the immense relief given by its use in the abatement of pain and fever— 
a relief not to be estimated by statistics—renders it by far the most valuable 
remedy for the disease at present known.— Lancet, Jan. 14, 1882. 


Pilocarpin in Scarlet l'eoer and Diphtheria. 

Professor Demme, in a long contribution (Jahrh. fur Kinder., vol. xvi.), con¬ 
tinues the record of his observations on pilocarpin in scarlet fever and diphtheria, 
commenced in 1877. The conclusions at which lie arrives are as follows : 1 . The 
variable results in the observed action of muriate of pilocarpin are due to the pres- 



